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Farmers, Landowners and Land Managers survey

DERBY

« The survey was opened between 10.10.24 — 30.11.24
Are you interested in improving nature

 Attempts to access the survey 203
& / on your land?

 Respondents that gave consent for using the data

provided for strategy development and dissemination — No 5.56% =

158 or 95% of respondents

 Response quality - 99%

¥es 94.44%

TEF derby.ac.uk
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Sample: descriptive data

|
Land agent 2.56% 098 7% - DERBY
Part owner 5.77% "

Q4%
Other 6.41% Rather not say 8.94% ——

Companyl/partnership 8. 33% —

|_ 500 +ha 13.01% —j
Landowner 50 .64%
Land manager 12.18%

100-499 ha 16.26%
Tenant/Leaseholder 14.10% 4|

\— 0-49ha50.41%

Grazing
Dairy/Beef/Sheep/Mixed

Sileagemay/haylage | -
woodland/Forestry | ¢

paddock | -

Arable |
Other, please state _ 11%
Nature reserve / Country Park _ 8%
— B

Recreational land such as a campsite I
Horticulture / Viticulture -4%

Grounds of a hotel or other business - 4%
Local Authority space . 1%
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 20%
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Biggest challenges in farming/land management next 3

r UNIVERSITY OF
years DERBY

 Economic: profitability loss; supplier and buyer pricing; subsidy and grants are confusing,
delayed and difficult to access. Lack of resources (money and staff).

« Climate change related: changing weather; increasing floods; solar farm development;
excessive rainfall creating wet land, foot rot in sheep.

 Policy: lack of continuity in governmental support; uncertainty about funding mechanisms and
support programmes for farmers.

« Bridging the boundaries between agriculture, landscape recovery, nature recovery
and community.

 Information and skills gaps: ‘there is no funding available to support the regeneration of the
ancient woodland that we own. Little advice and support available either.” Poor public perception
of forestry (lack of understanding) and misinformation.

-:I:-DE?E derby.ac.uk
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Large landowners vs smallholders/small family farms

UNIVERSITY OF

DERBY

‘Government support and grants are focussed on large landowners not

smallholders/small family farms. This means that when it comes to

sustainability and land management activities (including rewilding of

small patches of woodland, hedgerow and stonewall maintenance) the . .

cost is fully down to the individual and often prohibitive. The physical Pol ICY desi gn to
enw.ronment in which we operqte is oftefv second priority tq th.e natural r efI ect spe lel CcS Of
environment so there are barriers to maintenance of outbuilding and

repurposing of buildings for modern farming practices and animal |a rge vs sma 1
welfare IF your farm is less than 25 acres or if you have only sheep and .

not cattle (e.g. there is a cowshed grant to improve living conditions but fa mi Iy fa rms

nothing at all for other animals like sheep which small holders are more

likely to have). | think because of all of this, traditional farm structures

for smaller family farms are either chopped up and sold piecemeal or

are turned into residential rather than commercial outfits. | really

believe small holders have a large part to play in environmental

stewardship and we just supported to do that’.

derby.ac.uk
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Main drivers of success in farming/land management next
3 years UNIVERSITY OF
DERBY

« Economic: governmental subsidies of appropriate focus and level; Efficiency is paramount it usually
goes with improved profitability and reduces carbon footprint. Green finance markets. Business
management - cost awareness and control, maximising agri-environment income to fund
sustainable farming practices

“Government support is a red herring, there isn’t the money to truly support farming, and a lot of its
schemes are poorly thought out and don’t achieve their intended outcome”.

- Innovation and technology adoption: “New technology is an important part of this but so is tried and
tested methods that have gone on for years.”

« Knowledge sharing

« Skills development: “Green skills in farming would be beneficial but it'’s a really long-term outlook so
there does need to be a balance to support current systems before moving straight to green’.

« Tailored support programmes to support sustainable farming and land management

« Collaborative working among different farmers and landowners to deliver landscape-scale benefits.

TDEEE derby.ac.uk
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Opportunities for Nature Recovery on your Land

UNIVERSITY OF

DERBY

| can see opportunity for nature recovery and acting alreacy | NN, 2
| can see an opportunity for nature recovery, but no plans to — 17%
act currently )
| can see an opportunity for nature recovery and making _ 11%
plans to act '
| have difficulty in identifying opportunity for nature recovery | NG &%

There is no opportunity for nature recovery . 2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

derby.ac.uk
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Engagement with nature-based solutions

Mever 12.68% —’

UNIVERSITY OF

DERBY

Rarely 12 68% ——

|— Regularly 56.34%
Sometimes 18.31% —J

| am not interested in supporting local nature 1.37%
| have difficulty in supporting local nature 4.11%

+— lwould like to support local nature more 49.32%

I am happy with my efforts to support local nature 45 21% —/

derby.ac.uk

CONTROLLED



Likelihood of engagement with Nature Recovery Initiativ

70%
60%
50% 44%
40%
30%

20%
20%

14%
o
11% g4
10% 06 I
=

Creating new habitats (woodland,
grassland, wetland etc.)

mo 1 Bz B3 B4 8BS

65%

9%
6%

2% 2% . l

|

Improving, increasing or maintaining
existing habitats

50%

15%

5% 5%
- h
-

Supporting specific species (e.g.
farmland or woodland birds etc.)

|

48%

17% 45

8% 8% I I
5%
B

Improvement in water quality

¥

26%

17% 17%

8%
5%
1 =

Carbon sequestration

29%

€S

8%

5
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26%

27%
17%
14%
9% I I

Flood management
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Species and Habitats: Present

DERBY

tawny

prey rough
moorland curlew e
kite badger red  grassland fox species  crested
. cap
deer parn bird owl
hare woodland mammal
field
bats
common biodivers Kestrel buzzard butterfly calcareous
chick
: partridge
hedgerow nesting ) wild )
swallow moorland  grassland tree lapwing arable moorland mountain  ree
. brown rabbit badger otter bl
merlin meadow fox — grass hEdgE Crested ue pheaﬁant
I
grey bad er pheasant sma N o
deer b‘ d g butterfly vole great deer b”-d newt kingfisher
Ir bats small hedgehog owl
hare owl  water river hare water woodland
hedgehog ) ) ancient field
ancient  buzzard squirrel roe heron flower mammal
derby.ac.uk
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Species and Habitats: Future

UNIVERSITY OF

DERBY

meadow nesting Partridge pgance
beaver grouse
diversity ~ curlew tree yple grassland :
y graze ; greater
Wi re butterfly . lapwing
bird
preserve
hEdgE h Qg woodland  water Smal
breed .
barn hare squirrel  pats
black Claw
beetle meadow
increase curlew prey
bad grouse . small
species ~ bee .
ancient  moth bl rd
butterfly red hedgehog ©""  yildflower
amphibian range
: ; habitat irrel owl
pollinate insect squi diversity  arable increase badger D€ benefit oS
breed woodland
pond curlew butterfly catcher newt adder  box
course
. oyster
artificial OW'. |nsect barn hedgehog
water
; S bats
bumblebee  bird o4 field deer snake
birdlife
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Interest in supporting other Nature Recovery Initiatives
DERBY

« Continue the organic and regenerative land management practices.

« Connecting people with nature; nature-based health and wellbeing.

* Advising and supporting farmers and farmers facilitation groups.

* Improving diversity of plants in grassland.

« Wildfire Mitigation / fuel load management.

* Vermin and predator control.

 Biodiversity increase, and removal of invasive species.

-zroEzg derby.ac.uk
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Q15: Which of the following would help you to get more involved in nature recovery,

5

conservation and protection activities going forward? UNIVERSITY OF

DERBY

Monetary incentives T9%
Support with paperwork and grant applicaiors NN, 1
Information on how to encourage biodiversity _ 40%
Skils development |
Support with logistics and access |, =
Networking and networks | :2°
Information on how to protect nature _ 32%
Greater awareness of the importance of nature _ 16%
otner [ =
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
derby.ac.uk
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Q18: Sources of finance for nature recovery UNIVERSITY OF

DERBY

Governmental subsidy

Other payments for ecosystem services/nature based solutions _ 33%
Biodiversity Net Gain/offsetting _ 32%
None | ¢
Nutrient neutrality _ 14%
Family and Friends _ 13%
Venture capital _ 8%
i 0 D
Bank loan _ 8%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

derby.ac.uk
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Q20: What would you like to see the nature recovery strategy

achieve from your perspective? e
DERBY

5

« “Promote improved farming practices. Restore boundaries. Increase tree cover - hedges

and agroforestry not rewilding and mass planting”.
« “Targeted funding to identified land for nature continuity or public access”.
« “Knowledge support and advice, possible funding support for new landowners”.

« “A greater recognition of the work farmers do to protect, enhance and restore nature on

their farms”.
« “More young people involved via education and employment opportunities”.

« “Support local employment and farming, sustainable communities and empower land

managers”.

derby.ac.uk
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